
OJ ONLINEPLUS

QUICK GUIDE



GETTING STARTED

LOGGING ON
• Go to www.ellis.thomson.com and click OJ OnlinePlus from the 

log in box.

• Enter your Username and Password.

HOMEPAGE

From the Search All screen you can search directly for all EU 
materials . 

CONTENT 
OJ OnlinePlus is based on EUR-Lex (the official database of the EU) 
with ELLIS Publications’ enhancements plus a wide range of 
background and press information collected daily from Curia, 
Prelex and Rapid.  OJ OnlinePlus contains:

• Treaties and International Agreements 

• Official Journal L & C records fully indexed, cross-referenced 
and updated daily 

• National measures implementing EU directives from all 
member states 

• Case law - all cases before the ECJ and CFI updated on a daily 
basis 

• Consolidated legislation 

• Preparatory documents - Commission proposals, legislative 
resolutions, opinions, Council common positions 

• Commission decisions - from prior notification to published 
decision collected daily from the website of the
Competition Commission 

• EFTA documents - judgments, agreements from the EFTA 
institutions 

• Press releases, public register documents, agendas, minutes 
and other publications from the principle EU bodies 

• EU Web Directory – a collection of nearly 2000 searchable EU 
websites 

TIP

Use What’s New to retrieve the latest documents by type and 
Authoring Institution.

Links to access content search 
screens.

Links to extensive help files and the 
log off button.

The EU Web Directory is a portal to thousands of 
searchable, EU related web pages.
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http://www.ellis.thomson.com/


SEARCHING
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BASIC SEARCH
Search All can be used across all material types.  Type your search 
term or phrase in the search boxes provided. 

Free text searches for your term in the whole document. Use 
Words in title to restrict your search to the title.

Select a content specific search form from the left-hand menu for 
focused searching. These forms contain relevant search fields to 
assist searching a particular type of content, e.g.. case law.

SEARCH FIELDS

EU documents are identified in general by document number, 
type, publication reference and date.  

Search forms contain relevant fields for the content type and 
contain helpful examples.  They are linked by the boolean operator 
AND. In Advanced search forms there is an option to switch 
operators to OR / NOT from the pull down menu.

SEARCH METHODS
• OJ OnlinePlus supports phrase searching so it searches for terms 

next to each other and in the order they are entered onto the 
search form, e.g. hazardous waste.  

• Connectors AND/OR/NOT can be used to refine searching, e.g. 
transport and hazardous waste.

• Use the connector WITH to find documents that contain words in 
the same paragraph but not necessarily next to each other, e.g. 
water with pollution.

• To search for a phrase containing a boolean operator you must 
place the operator between quotes, e.g. health "and" safety 
regulations.

• Proximity searching allows you to search for a search term within 
a set number of words from another term, e.g. water.3.pollution.

• You can use wildcards (*/?) to substitute a character or 
characters in a string, e.g. bank* (for banks, banking, banker), 
organi?ation (for organization or organisation).

• You can drag and drop or copy and paste your search terms in 
the search forms.

advanced search | courts’diary | nicknames | PDFs of 
treaties

Quick links to Advanced search, 
Nicknames, Treaties. 

Click         for content information 
and search tips.



FINDING LEGISLATION

BASIC SEARCH
Select Official Journal from the left-hand menu. This form has 
useful search fields to quickly find documents published in the 
Official Journal L and C Series of the European Union.

You can restrict your search to legislation by ticking the Official 
Journal L Series tick box. The Official Journal C Series contains 
information, preparatory acts and notices.  You can also specify the 
type of document you require, e.g.: directive.

DOCUMENT VIEW 
The full text legislative document contains publication references, 
footnotes, links to related information and to the document in PDF 
format in different languages. You can view analytical data for a 
document and also link to modifications, national measures and 
consolidated texts related to a piece of legislation.

View modifications, consolidated texts 
&national measures.

Open Nicknames to find legislation by its familiar name.
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Footnote mouse-overs. All 
footnotes are listed at the 
end of the document. 

= repealed 
= modified



FINDING CASE LAW

BASIC SEARCH
Select Case law from the left-hand menu. This form has useful 
search fields to quickly find case law documents. 

Parties search field can be used to find all cases relating to a 
company. You can restrict your search by adding a date or type of 
document, e.g. judgment.

Link to Advanced search to use a form with a wider range of search fields. 

DOCUMENT VIEW 

The full text contains keywords, document references and links to 
related information. 

You can jump to highlighted search terms within the text and you 
can change the view from the pull down menu to browse full 
analytical information of the case.

Jump to paragraphs within the text. Change the document view. 
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Jump to the next search 
term  in the document.



NEWS SOURCES
The EU Web Directory contains a collection of nearly 2000 EU 
websites which can be searched and browsed. 
To find additional EU news sources click the appropriate box in the 
search form. A list of publications will be displayed which will link 
directly to the website. 

FINDING PRESS INFORMATION

BASIC SEARCH
Select Background information from the left-hand menu. This 
form has useful search fields to quickly find documents published 
by the major EU Institutions and Agencies made available through 
Rapid, Europa’s Press Room.

Documents include agendas, memos, speeches, reports,  minutes 
and a wide range of publications. To retrieve Press information 
tick the appropriate box.

Link directly to web pages of  other News  Sources.
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Use log off  to exit  OJOnlinePlus otherwise your session will remain active 
until the 30-minute automatic log off.



DOWNLOADING / PRINTING / EMAILING

For more information please call ELLIS Publications, T: +31 (0)43 321 5313 or email ellis.info@thomson.com

In OJ OnlinePlus you can print, download to file or email your 
search results to one or multiple addresses. 

To output multiple records you must first tick the records in the 
summary list.  Then click print, download or email from the 
navigation bar. 

The output screens vary slightly but have similar options:

• You can give your selection a title or subject name. 

• You can indicate which records are required.

• You can include the search strategy.

• You can send a message with your email.

• You can select which display format you require, e.g. Text.

• Click the send, save or print button. 

Link to open print, download & print screens.
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